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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with relationships in the first part of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus begins to discuss faulty religious practices common in the first century—particularly among the Pharisees. In our text for today, He describes the practice of giving (to help the helpless). First, it is apparent that Jesus assumes the practice of giving. Second, He describes improper and proper ways to give. Let us examine what He has to say to God’s Child then (and now).

I.
JESUS ASSUMED WE WOULD HELP THE HELPLESS.

1.
It is important to help with a helpful attitude.

(1)
Giving should be characterized by generosity, not necessity. 
(2) Giving should be characterized by a sense of equity, not of superiority.
“If it [a man’s gift] is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously;... if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:8).

2. It is important to help in a helpful way (not as enablers of sinful living).
“As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts...” (Matthew 10:7-9a).

3. It is important to help in a spirit of love and compassion.

“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. As it is written: ‘He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever’” (2 Corinthians 9:7-9).
II.
JESUS TEACHES HOW TO GIVE TO THE HELPLESS.

1. Make certain that your giving is NOT for show.

(1)
We are not to give to show how righteous or generous we are.

(2)
We are not to give to receive the praise of man.

“If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven” (v. 1).
2. Make certain that your giving is NOT announced.

(1)
Do not have someone blow trumpets in the synagogue before you give.

(2)
Do not have someone blow trumpets on the street before you give.

“I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full” (v. 2).
3. Make certain that your giving IS in secret.

(1)
If possible, let no one know that you are helping another.

(2)
If possible, do not tell the person receiving your help.

“Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you” (v. 4).
CONCLUSION


Jesus does not command us to give. He assumes God’s People will give when He says, “But when you give to the needy…” (v. 3). However, He does remind us there is a way to give and there is a way NOT to give. In reality, our giving is unto God, not unto man. Man is simply the recipient of our giving. The Apostle Paul reminds the Ephesian elders that Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (see Acts 20:35). Although this statement is not recorded in the Gospels, it certainly sounds like something Jesus would have said. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus did say, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you" (Luke 6:38). Give, and you will be blessed. However, understand this great truth: Giving is a blessing—but only if we give in the right way!
